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Curl not thy lashes, saying, 'Who can e'ei my charms withstand?'
For yonder eyebiow-bow of thine no bender wight hast thou*1

0  tree of hope, what mean those branches diy and bare on thce *
Hast ne'er been green? nor leaf, nor fiuit of led or white hast thou?2

1  marvel why the bubble's eye collyriumless should be;

O daughter of the vine, no friend to keep thee right hast thou?3
What may it be that is thine aim in hitting not the mark5

0  airow-sigh, nor plume nor wing to speed thy flight hast thou*
We have not tasted sw eet the kisses of the ruby lip ;

1  wonder, naught of sugar in that casket blight 4 hast thou *
While that the Sphere dotli turn its mill above thy grain-like head,
Here upon eaith to turn thy head no plaguy plight hast thou*

So then, thou hast not winged thy flight toward some rosy cheek!

0  nightingale, noi van nor plumery nor sprite hast thou?
What want I with the fables of Nesfmi and Mansiir*

No skin nor denick known and seen of all with sight hast thou*5

1  pray thee stop that brat, the heart, fiom squalling on this wise;

1  As in  FHnet's ghazel:  the bender  of the beauty's eyebrow-bow is the
lovei \vho compels her submission. See n. 3 on p. 156 supra.

2  i.e. Hast thou always been dry and banen, never green and fruitful* Ts
no hope of mine evei to be fulfilled*

3  By  the eyes  of the  Daughter of the Vine aic meant the wine-bubbles,
which are unadorned with collyiium, though their lovers are many.

4  The casket is of course the beauty's mouth.

5  Kdni icfeis  on seveial occasions to the Turkish poet-martyr Ncsimi and
his piototypc Manstfr; thus:

'I am nut Mansi'u, nor doth my heait desiie to be gibbeted on hcl ringlet;
'Likewise I have not a skin woith the flaying like Nesfmi.'
And again:

'Even as with Nesimi of old,

'Their own skin is unlawful for the weareis of the gown of Unity.'
The  stoiy  of Nesimf will  be  found  in   that poition of the present work
which   deals   with  the   Aichaic  poets, Vol.  I,  pp.  343   ct scqq. Kanf hcic
urTecU   to   ticat  it   and  the  history  of Man&iir as  legendary,  and calls for
bomcthing kno\\n and certain.